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Pay la bai chinh ludgn ciia Nguyén Thanh Viét ding trén tap chi Time sé ra ngay
6 thing 7, 2020, twa dé “Asian Americans Are Still Caught in the Trap of the ‘Model
Minority’ Stereotype. And It Creates Inequalltyfor All” — “Nguoi My goc A van con ket
trong cdi bady dinh kién cia ‘thiéu sé gwong mau’, tao sy bat binh dang cho moi nguoi”. Vi
bai viét khd dai, ban dich dwoc chia lam 5 ky.

Nguyén Thanh Viét la mét nha vén timg thing gidi Pulitzer va hién la gido sw dai hoc tai
University of Southern California.

FWMNIE & PULLAKD

Mot ctra tiém cua nguoi Nhat & Oakland, California, nam 1944. Ngu@)n: Thu vién Quéc hoi

L. Guong mit Tou Thao ctr 4m anh t6i. Anh canh sét vién ngudi My-gc-Hmong ding quay
lung lai sudt khoang thoi gian 8 phut 46 gidy trong ltic dong nghiép Derek Chauvin quy 1én ¢6
George Floyd, gi€t chét anh ta.



Trong video clip t6i dugc xem, Tou Thao ding phia trudc man hinh, Chauvin hoi khuét ding
sau, dau ctia George Floyd bi de sit dat. Nguoi bén dudng nin ni Tou Thao 1am on can thiép
boi George Floyd da bat dong, nhu chinh Floyd da van nai anh khéng thé duoc.

Guong mat Tou Thao glong ma khong gidng guong mit toi. Cung nhu guong mat George
Floyd giéng ma khong giong guong mat to1. Ky thi chung toc khién ta chd ¥ dén nhiing su
khac biét thay vi nhitng diém tuong ddng trén khudn mit. Va trong cudc thi nghiém luyén dan
ctia nudc My, ching sic di dugc pha tron véi béc 16t lao dong dé bao ché mot hop chat d& nd
cua loi nhuén va su tan ac.

Pé phan ‘ung trude nan ky thi chung toc déc hiru cua nude My, nhirng ké trong ching ta ting
bi béu xau vi mau da da gan ket voi nhau quanh sy di chung. Ta bién nhirng gi nguoi da tring
khong thich vé minh thanh niém ty hao, cong ddng va sitc manh. Thé cho nén Tou Thao va
t61 déu 12 ngudi “My gbc A”, boi ca hai déu 1a dan “A chéu,” van kha hon bi goi 14 ngudi
“Dong phuong” hay “gook” [tir mit thi linh My goi Viét cong]. Néu nhu lam nguoi “Dong
phuong” dé bi nhao, lam “gook” dé bi giét, thi lam nguoi “My gbc A” biét dau ta duoc ciu
vot. Suc manh tu s6 dong cua chiing ta— gin két qua nhiéu ngdn ngi, chung toc, van hod,
t6n gido, xuat x&r va bao nhiéu thir khidc — 1a diém co ban cua dan My gbc A.

Nhung trong mot thyce tai khac thi Tou Thao 1a nguoi Hmong, con toi la nguoi Vigt. Anh ta
tirng 12 canh sét vién, con toi 1a gido su dai hoc. C6 thé nao vi déu 12 dan A chiu ma ching toi
s& vuot qua dugc bién gidi ciia ching toc va giai cAp dé dén voi nhau? C6 thé nao vi 12 nguoi
Pong Nam A, déu t6i diy nhd cude chién nguoi My mang sang nudc minh ma céi nhin vé thé
gidi ctia chiing toi gidng nhau? Tou Thao timg c¢6 bao gid ném mui ky thi bai-A da xép chiing
ta vao cdi khung A chdu — dit ta c6 mudn hay khong?

T6i mudn di nguoc vé thoi diém ma may ngay qua dang duoc tdi dién. Chang nhé khi d6
minh mAy tudi, nhung t6i khong bao gid quén lic doc thiy hang chit: “Thém mot nguwoi My
phai dong civa tiém vi nguwoi Viét Nam.” D6 1a khoang dau thap nién 1980, tdi c6 18 chimg 12,
13 tudi. Ai d6 da dan tim bang iy 1én mot cira hang céch tiém ctia ba me tdi khong xa. TAm
bang d3 lam t6i hoang mang khong it, vi dau sinh ra & Viét Nam nhung t6i 16n 1én &
Pennsylvania va California, thim nhudn vin hod My: nao la tau Mayflower va ngudi
Pilgrims; cao bdi va moi da do; Audie Murphy va John Wayne; George Washington va Betsy
Ross; 101 hira Trung thanh voi T quoc ban Tuyén ngdn Boc lap; quyén dugc song, ty do va
muu cau hanh phic; bao nhiéu huyén thoai, ciing nhu than thoai, vé Gidic Mo My.



Ngudi ti nan Viét Nam budc xudng phi trudng Oakland thang 4/1975. Nguodn: Ted
Streshinsky—Corbis/Getty

Mot phén cua giéc mo d6 la chéng cOng san chudng tu ban, diéu nay rat hap v6i ba me toi.
Ong ba 16n 1én ¢ viing qué, nha ngheo, tuy khong duoc hoc cao nhung nhd can ¢t budn ban
nén lam an thanh cong. Nam 1975 ba me t6i ro1 Viét Nam dé tron cOng san, bo lai tai san va
gan hét cua cai. Vi nhitng gi ho mang theo dugc — gdm mot it tién va vang duoc may gidu
trong quﬁn 40 — ba me td1 mua lai mot can nha gﬁn xa 10 & San Jose, va vao nam 1978 mé
cai cho Viét Nam thar nhi trong vung. Tran dﬁy lac quan cting ndi nhé, ho dit tén chg 1a New
Sai Gon.

Gio toi dd 16n tudi hon ba me khi 6ng ba phai 1am lai cudc doi trén dat My v6i von liéng Anh
ngit vo cling it 6i. Trong kY trc tdi ba me minh da 1am duoc diéu gan nhu khong tudng. Giira
thoi dai virus corona nay, toi con chua biét tur may cho minh cdi khau trang hay tu di cho dé
nau an. Véy ma ba me toi khong nhiing da song s6t qua chlen tranh lai con phai tranh song
trong mot dat nudc hoan toan xa la, phai ty hoc va doc gidy to thé chap bang tiéng Anh, ghi
danh cho anh em t6i dén truong, thi 1y bang 14i xe.

Nhung ché“ing co quyén cAm nang nao dé huéng din ho mua mot ctra tiém khong cé treo bang
ban. Ho phai tu goi dién thoai cho nhitng nguoi khong hé quen biét, 180 ldi qua bao o quan
chinh phu dé thuyet phuc nguoi chu sang tiém lai cho minh, trong khi ban than ho van chua
thodt khoi con chén thuong cta viéc mét nudc, mat nha cura, bo lai sau lung bao nhiéu nguoi
than. Ba me t6i vira xay duoc cdi cho thi ba Ngoai t6i mat. Me toi gan nga quy khi duoc tin.

K¢ viét tAm bang iy bang céch nao d6 nhin nhitng ngudi giéng ba me tdi thap hon con nguoi,
chang khac nao ké thii. Vi vy ma toi khong hé ngac nhién trude con séng ky thi bai-A hién
dang ndi 1én & My. Buon non thi 6, khi nghe tin mdt phu ni bi tat at-xit trudc ctra nha; hai
cha con bi ké la dung dao chém & Sam’s Club; bao nhiéu nguoi bi goi 1a “dd khuan Tau”,
“Chink virus”, “vé Tau ma ¢” dit ho chiang phai gbc Tau; bi nh6 nudc miéng vao mit vi 1a dan
A chu; nhiéu nguoi khéng dam ra khoi nha, khong chi vi so 14y bénh ma con vi so b chui
ria, tan cong, hodc phai dén nhan nhitng 4nh mat khé chiu. Nha tho/nha van Cathy Park Hong
da ghi chép lai cdc truong hop trén, c¢d viét: “Chidng ta khong mac dich virus corona. Ching ta
1a virus corona”.



Mot 16p hoc cho tré em Tau & New York nim 1900. Nguon: Keystone-France/ Gamma-
Keystone/ Getty Images
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Gid nhin lai, tdi chot nhé nhitng 1an bi ky thi & mirc nhe, d6i ciu bong diia ngdy ngde cua
dam ban truong Cdng gido, nhu “C6 phai ho cua may 1a Nam?”” hoac “Thoi chién may cé deo
AK-47 hdong?” hay nhirng cau tuc tiu hon.

Tbi thic mic, khong biét & Minnesota Tou Thao c6 timg bi giéu choc kiéu vay? Anh ta nghi
gi vé truong hop Fong Lee, ngudi My-gdc-Hmong, 19 tudi, bi ban 8 vién dan, 4 pht tir sau
lung, boi canh sét vién Jason Anderson ciia Minneapolis hoi ndm 2006? Anderson dugc xir

trang 4n, bdi tham doan toan nguoi da tring.

Cham trén nan ky thi bai-A tir dan da trang, nguoi Hmong, da s0 12 ti nan chién tranh dén My
vao thap nién 1970-80, thuong tai dinh cu tai nhiéu khu dan cu khac nhau trong thanh phd,
mot sO song trong céc khu vuc chi yéu ngudi da Pen, noi ho ciing bi ky thi. Gan diy Yie Vue
viét:

“C6 rat nhiéu cau chuyén vé ngwoi Hmong bi ddnh phd, cuop boc, ham doa boi hang xom da
Den. Nguoi Hmong va nguoi da Den tirng song chung trong nhitng khu pho ngheo. Doi bén
van con nhiéu sw hiéu lam va thién kién dn sau trong tw twéng qua nhiéu thé hé”.

Thé nhung khi Fong Lee bi giét, cdc nha dau tranh da Den lién 1én tiéng. “Ho 1a tiéng néi 16n
nhat ung hd ching t6i,” em gai cia Fong Lee ké. “Ho khong hoi trude. Ho tu dong dén.”



Khong nhu nhirng k¥ su hay béc si da phan dén tir Hong Kong, Pai Loan, Trung Qudc, An
Do — thiéu sd gwong mau trong tri tudng tugng cua ngudi My — nhiéu ngudi ti nan Hmong
dén tir cdc thon lang & Lao bi tan phd boi chién tranh. Tam 1y d bi chan thuong, ho con bi dit
trong mot mdi trudng ngheo khd mai voi mot lich st dan dp chung tdc phirc tap ma hau hét
khong hiéu ranh.

Ngay ca nhiing nguoi Hmong 1€n dn Tou Thao va ung h¢ phong trao Black Lives Matter ciing
nhan manh ho khong muon bi xét qua lang kinh cua thleu s6 gwong mau, hay bi chup 1én dau
cam gidc toi 16i ty ddm nguc cua nguoi My- gbc-A cap tién nhu mot biéu twong cia sy dong
lod. Muc su Ashley Gaozong Bauer, goc Hmong, viét: “Chiing toi phai chiu dyng chung noi
xdu hé cing thiéu so guong mau. Nhung cé bao gio cong dong My géc A sé chia nhiing
chuyén dau long hay noi khé tam ciia nguwoi ti nan Hmong, nhdt 1a khi ho bi de doa truc
xudt?”

Gidng nhu ngudi Hmong, nhiéu nguoi Viét nhu toi cling bi dau khé vi chién tranh, va ciing ¢6
nguoi dang bi ham he tryc Xudt. Nhung khong nhu nguoi Hmong, rat nhiéu nguoi Viét ti nan,
di ¢b y hay khong, da tr thanh thiéu sé guong mau, trong d6 c6 t6i. Nhiing man ky thi cap
thip ma toi dd gip xay ra trong mot moi trudng twong ddi cao cdp. Khi toi budc chan vao
ngdi truong trung hoc tu thuc danh riéng cho con nha giau My trang thi ddm hoc sinh A chau
it 61 ching t6i da nhan ra thong di¢p kha rd. Ching t6i thuong tu tap trong mot goc riéng cua

sdn trudong va goi minh 13 “the Asian invasion” — cudc xam lugc ciia ngudi A chau, khi thi
ching t6i phd ra cudi, lic chi cdn nheo mat hiéu ngdm. Nhung néu d6 chi 1a ciu dua gion vo
hai ctia dam tré tui toi ldc 4y, thi sau ny né hod ra 10i tién tri.

Cach day hai nam toi c6 dip quay lai trudng ct dé dién thuyét vé dé tai sic toc. Trong ddm
nam sinh 1600 dtra hom ay, dan A chu rat dong tuy chua c6 thé goi 12 xAm lugc hoan toan,
do chi la méi 30 nam sau. Khong con 1a moi de doa “xam lugc A chiu” nira, gio ddy ching ta
1a thiéu s6 gwong mau: ngudi dong mon dang két ban, ngudi hang x6m ai ciing thich ¢6, gi da
mau khong lam ngudi xung quanh phai lo sg.

Nhung c6 thi¢t vy khong? Sau bubi dién thuyét vai em hoc sinh My- gbc-A da dén gap toi va
néi cic em van con cam thdy né. N6. Cai cam gidc van bi cho 12 ngudi ngoai, nhat 1a nhiing
em theo dao Hoi hodc bi nghi la dao Hoi, hodc cdc em da nau, hodc nguoi Trung Pong. N6.
Su ky thi chiing toc khong chi 12 tn cong 1én thé xéc.

Tbi chura bao gio bi tan cong 1én thé xéc chi vi minh gbc A. Nhung t6i van bi tdn cong hoai
trén 1an séng dién, boi nhimg cau gidu do kiéu “ching- chong” cua mAy tay tho néi trén radio,
boi cdc nhan vat A chiu con d6 hodc hai hude rap khu6n kiéu ¢ ‘Japs”, “gooks”, “chinks” trong
phim chién tranh hay phim hé ciia M§. Nhu nhiéu ngudi My gdc A khéc, toi ciing tap 1am
quen v6i cam gidc x4u ho boi nhirng thtr lam cho minh khéc ngudi ban x&: 6 minh an, tiéng
minh nodi, kiéu téc minh cét, quén 4o minh mac, mui cua than thé, va ca cha me minh ludn.

29 4¢

Nhung diéu khién cho cam gidc nay t¢ hai hon nira, Cathy Hong viét, 12 chiing ta lai ltra dbi
chinh minh rang né chi la nhiing “cam xdc thir yéu”. Ta dau c6 cam xtc chinh dang nao, hay
¢6 quyén than phién vé van dé ching toc khi ta da dugc xem la thiéu s guong mau va dugc
xa hoi My chap nhan? Cung ldc, sy bai- A vén 12 kho chira nhirng cam xdc trong yéu ma
ngudi My sin sang dem ra dung mdi khi ¢6 khung hodng.

Ngudi My gbc A van chwa ¢6 quyén luc chinh tri manh di1, hay ¢6 mit trong nén vin hod ban
dia nhiéu du, dé khién nhitng nguoi ban My cta chiing ta phai do dy khi thot ra nhitng tu



tuong nang mui ky thi. Vi ching ta chua quan trong du, cting nhu vi vi tri lich st cua chung ta
bao 1au nay van la nguoi ngoai qudc trén nudc My, nén téng thong Hoa Ky va nhiéu ngudi
khac van nghi ho c6 thé goi COVID-19 1a “khuan Tau”, 1a “kung flu”.
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Nhan vién sO D1 Trd phong van di dan Trung Quoc bi tinh nghl la cong san hoac thuy thii trén
tau ¢ Ellis Island, New York. (Bettmann Archive/ Getty Images)
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Nguoi A dong nén & A chéu, d6 12 nén tang cua su ky thi bai-A, khong can biét chiing ta da
sdng & day bao nhiéu thé hé hay chiing ta da 1am gi dé ching t6 minh thudc vé xur s& nay di
khong sinh ra tai day. D6 16i cho dan A déng & A chau, hay ¢ nhirng qubc gia khong thudc A
chau, van 1a cach ky thi hiéu nghiém nhét xua nay; & My né bat dau tir thé ky 19.

Vao thoi d6 nudec My cho phép hang ngan ngudi Tau nhap cu dé gitp xay duong hoa xa
xuyén lyc dia. M6t khi khong can dén ho nita, céc chinh tri gia, nha bdo va doanh gia My
dung chiéu bai chung toc dé bién hinh anh ho thanh x4u xa hong xoa diu khdi cong nhéan da
trang dang cam thdy viéc 1am ctia minh bi de doa. Hau qua la nhiéu nguoi Tau di bi ddm
ddng da tring hanh hinh [lynch], v6 s6 nguoi Tau phai bo trén, nhiéu khu phd Tau bi dot pha.

Pinh diém cua sy thu ghét nay la Anti-Chinese Act nam 1882, dao ludt ky thi chung tdc dau
tién trong lich sir Hoa Ky; n6 bién ngudi Tau nhap cu thanh nhiing ké di dan 1au dau tién cia
dat nude nay. Bo Cong dan va Di trid duogc thanh 1ap dé kiém sodat di dan tir Trung Hoa va dé
truy lung “paper sons” — nhitng ngudi lam gidy to gia dé nhan minh 1a con cdi cua ngudi
nhép cu hop phap.



Nha nghién ctru khoa hoc chinh tri Janelle Wgng cho biét, “mac du nhiéu di dan ‘tif Au chéu
cung bi thit ghét, nhung chua bao gio ho bi kém kep boi nhitng thu tuc phdp Ly vé di tri va
quyén cong dan dya trén chung toc nhu nguoi My goc A phai hung chiu.”

Lich str nuéc My duge dénh dau boi chu ky céc dai doanh nghié¢p cﬁn lao dong ré tién tir A
chéu, 1am cho tang 16p lao dong da trang cam thay bj de doa. N01 SO ay con duoc khoi dong
boi cdc nha chinh tri va co quan truyén thong chuyén dung sic toc lam mdi, dan dén nhimg
dai hoa nhu dao luat Anti-Chinese Act hay viéc nhét nguoi My goc Nhat vao céc trai tap
trung ndm 1942. Nguoi viét tim bang ma tdi nhin thay héi nhé, d6 16i cho nguoi Viét lam hai
doanh nghiép 0 My, that ra ho ciing chi thém mét dong vao cau chuyén “hiém hoa da vang”
nam sdn trong nhitng dau 6¢ day au lo va so hii cia din My.

Su that 1a vao nhitng thap nién 1970 va 1980, downtown San Jose 1a mdt khu hoang phé,
khong ai mudn m& thuong nghiép gi 6 d6 trir nguoi Viét ti nan. Con ngay nay thi ngudi My
dang can dén Trung Quoc va nhitng nude A chiu Ia nguon cung cip di loai hang hod cho dan
ching c6 co hoi song Gidc Mo My, xong ho quay lai d6 thira nudc M¥ bi mat viéc, nén kinh
té My bi ton thuong 1a do canh tranh tir Trung Qudc.

D6 16i cho nudc ngoai hay cho mot nhém dén thiéu sé, tham chi cho nhitng chinh tri gia da
thuong lugng cdc thoa thuén mau dich, vén d& hon 1a chi dich danh quyén lyc thuc su: cdc
cong ty va nhirng nguoi lam kinh té & cap cao da dich chuyén cong an viéc 1am dé kiém loi
nhuan tdi da, Kkhong mang gi den nguoi lao dong ¢ My phai nhén lanh hau qua. Chap nhén sy
that nay 1a diéu vo cting khé nudt cho dai da s cong ching My, chia mii di vao dan A chau
don gian hon nhiéu.

D6i mat lan séng cong ludn chi trich nguoi gde A khong “American” di, Andrew Yang, timg
la img ctr vién tong théng, dé nghi giai phap: “Chiing ta, ngueoi My goc A, can thiee hién va
thé hién ban chat ‘American’ ciia minh bang moi hinh thirc ... Chiing ta phdi cho moi nguwoi
thdy rang minh la cong dan My va san sang phuc vy nhu cdu cia dat nwée.” [1] Nhiéu ngudi
My gbc A di cam thay bi xic pham béi ciu néi trén, cho rang né chang khac nao 16i xin 16
vé sur ¢6 mit cia nguoi gbe A o M.

Nhitng ngudi chi trich Andrew Yang dua ra nhéan xét réng vao nhirng thoi diém tinh than bai-
A & My 1én cao d6, nhiéu ngudi goc A thiéu diéu 1ay cd My quan quanh minh; quyén gép
gitip d& cong dong da tring trong nhing truong hop nguy khan; ho tham chi da bo minh vi
nudc My trong bao nhiéu cudc chién. Va c6 gi “American” hon 12 gia nhap luc luong canh
sat? Khi chon nghé canh sat, Tou Thao c¢6 bao gi nghi dén chuyén chirng minh minh 1a

“American”?



Anh: Tai mét trai tip trung ngudi Nhat ¢ Utah, 1945. Nguon: Apic/ Getty Images

Xem ra nhitng nd lyc nay van khong du dé ngin chin nan ky thi bai- A hét stic cting dau. Kéu
goi moi ngudi hy sinh nhiéu hon nira chi lap lai cam gidc ngudi My gbc A khong phai la
“American” va ltic nao ciing phai chting t6 minh 1a “American”, diéu 1& ra khong can thiét.
Thoi D& Nhi Thé Chién, ngudi My gbe Nhat da phai chimg minh minh “American” bang cdch
danh nhau v6i quan Dirc va Nhat trong khi gia dinh ho dang bi chinh quyén bt nhét, nhung
nguoi My goc burc hay Y khéng phai chirng minh ho “American” dén murc d6. Tuy ciing c6
ngudi My goc Puc va Y da ¢ tu vi bi tinh nghi hodc vi that sy khong trung thanh v6i nude
My, nhung chi ¢6 ngudi gbe Nhat 12 bj bo ti hang loat, chung toc 12 dic diém duy nhat dénh
dau ho 1a “khong-American”.

Ngudi My gbc A ket gitta hai ldn dan, mot bén xem ta ching khéc nao ngudi ngoai, mot bén
12 cdm dd 1am ddéng minh véi ngudi da tring trén dat nudc dugc xay dung bang khéi niém da
trang thuong ton. Hau qua 1 bénh ky thi ngudi da Pen (va da Nau ciing nhu da Do) 1ay lan
sdu rong trong cong déng ngudi My gbc A.

Di dén va dén ti nan, ké ca ngudi A, hiéu rang khi leo chiéc thang thanh céng & M ho phai
bat dau tir nhitng nac thip nhat. Nhung cho dii thap hén ¢& nao ching nita, ho biét nudc My
ludn cho phép ho dung trén vai nguoi da Den, da Nau va th6 dan da Do. Trong lich sir ngudi
My gbc A, dan A Dong bao gid ctng dugc ngudi My trang va My den cho ho co hoi chon
bén trong cudc d4u ching toc Trang-Pen, va chung ta thuong chon bén tring hon. Ngudi My
gdc A, dir tich cuc phé phéan nhitng hanh dong bai-A cta thién ha, khong phai lic nao ciing
1én tiéng chdng lai nan ky thi ngudi da Pen. Ching ta thuong nhan minh thudc nhém da tring
va chon duong 16i giit nguyén tinh trang ci.



Nhung ciing ¢6 mot s6 tiéng ndi ciia ngudi My gbe A kéu goi lién két ciing ngudi da Pen va
nhirng nguodi da mau khic. Tir nha du tranh Yurri Kochiyama, nguoi dd 6m Malcolm X
trong 1ong trude khi 6ng tit thé, cho dén Grace Lee Boggs, dinh cu tai Detroit va hoat dong
hing say v6i ngudi chong da Pen 1a James Bogg dé t6 chtic sinh hoat va cong tic 1y thuyét.

Kochiyama va Boggs ciing khong phai 12 nguoi gbc A duy nhat 1y ludn rang ngudi My gbc A
khong nén dung mot minh hodc chi cho minh. Cum tir “Asian American” 1a do Yuchi Ichioka
va Emma Gee dat ra trong thap nién 1960 va dugc str dung boi cac nha hoat dong sinh vién,
n6 duoc quan ching biét dén rong rai qua mot phong trao khong chi dé bao vé cong dong gbc
A trudc nan ky thi hay xdc minh mot cin cuéc A Dong.

Nhirng nha hoat dong My- gbc-A thoi d6 xem Jphong trao cua ho mang tinh cach chdng chién
tranh, chii nghia dé qudc, chu nghia tu ban. Lay cam htng tir Hoi nghi Bandung nam 1955,
cudc nhém hop cua mot 5O quoc gia Phi chau va A chiu, va tir Mao, ho dat minh vao giita
cudc dau tranh toan cau chong lai chi nghia thuc dan cung voi nhimg déan tdc bi tri tai cdc
nuoc thude dia. Mao cling da tao cam himg cho mot s6 nguoi My goc Phi cuc doan, va cubi
thap nién 1960 1a thoi diém ma cdc nha d4u tranh moi mau da sic toc nhin thay minh la mot
phan trong mot phong trao cua Thé gi6i Thir Ba, lién két su trdi ddy cta cédc sic dan thiéu sd
v6i cude ndi day toan cau chdng tu ban cha nghia, thuc dan, ky thi ching toc, va chién tranh.

10"

Nhirng phong trao cua Thé gi6i Thir Ba va ctia ngudi My- goc -A trong thap nién 1960 da dé
lai mgt sO di san ma céc nha hoat dong va hoc gia My-goc- -A hém nay van con st dung.
Nhirng nguoi nay cho rang nguoi My gbc A, vi tung trai qua mot lich sur bi ky thi va boc 19t
lao dong, c6 tiém nang truc dién mot cach tridt dé nhtrng khia canh toi té nhat ciia xa hoi My.
Nhung déan My-A ¢6 22 triéu nguoi, khoang 6% dan s6 nuéc My, dén tir nhiéu quéc gia, gdm
nhiéu sic tdc va ngudn goc cling nhu thoi diém di cu va dinh cu khéc nhau. Thanh thir ching
ta ¢6 qud nhiéu quan diém khdc biét, phan toa ra nhiéu hudng.

Ngudi My gbc A hom nay ¢ thé chon mét trong hai con dudng: mot twong lai cép tién ting
dugc phdc hoa boi céc phong trao My-A truée ddy, hodc mod hinh nguoi tiéu thy voi b1eu
tugng udng tra Boba va nghe nhac K-pop. Mac du nguoi My goc A thuong nghiéng vé phe
Dén Chu hon, nhung khé ma néi tit ca déu thudc thanh phan cap tién.

Nhung diéu c6 thé thong nhat ngudi My gbc A va dé 1am ta ndi gian 1a su ky thi va giét chéc,
bat dau bang cédc cudc bao hanh nhim vao ngudi Tau trong thé ky 19, dai dén nhitng vu nhu
tay sing da tring giét ndm tré em ngudi Viét va Cambodia tai mot truong hoc & Stockton,
California, nim 1989, va mot tay sing da tring khéc bén chét sdu ngudi Sikh tai mot ngdi dén
& Wisconsin nam 2012.

Cau chuyén vé Vincent Chin, bi giét nam 1982 boi cong nhan 6-td da tring & Detroit vi ho
tuéng anh ta 1a nguoi Nhat, van con dugc dung dé kich dong tinh than. Hodc 12 vu ndi loan,
hay noi day, tai Los Angeles nam 1992, khi phé Han Koreantown bi nguoi da Pen va da nau
d6t pha trong ltc canh st L.A. dimg nhin. Doanh nghiép ngudi Han da phai hing chiu mot
nura thiét hai trong vu bao loan éy. Hai nguoi My géc A d3 thiét mang.

Nhitng diéu d6 déu ddng dé ta dau budn, thuong tiéc va tirc gian, cing nhu nhitng diéu sau:
61 nguoi khdc bi thiét mang trong su kién d6 khong phai la nguoi A, da s6 da Pen hoic nau.
Va trong s 12,000 ngudi bi bt thi phan 16n ciing 12 Pen hodc niu. Tém lai, ngudi Han bi



thiét hai vé kinh té ciing nhu tinh than va tim 1y kéo dai nhiéu nam trdi sau d6. Nhung it ra ho
con ¢6 tai san dé mét, va céi gid ho phai tra cho ban chat “American” bap bénh ciia minh, do
ludng bang sy hy sinh tinh mang va tu do van khong bang mat mdt cta khach hang hay nhiing
nguoi hang x6m da Pen, da nau cua ho.
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Nguorl Han xuong du’orng tai Koreantown o L.A. thang 4, 1992 dé biéu duorng “Korean Pride”.
Nguon: Ted Soqui—Corbis/Getty Images

Nhiéu ngudi My gbc Han rat buc tirc vi cam thdy nha chic trach va lanh dao thanh phd da
ding ho 1am vét té than dé ngin chin khong cho hdn loan lan qua céc khu da tring, b mic
cho dan My-Han ganh tron con birc xic tiém an bao 14u nay trong cong dong Pen va La-tinh
& Los Angeles do tinh trang ngh&o kho, phan biét chung tdc va bao hanh béi canh sit. Sau
trdn hon chién 4y, Phé Han duoc xay dung lai, nhung mot s doanh nghiép di khong phuc hoi
ndi. Mot phﬁn s6 tién dugc d6 vao cdng cude hoi phuc Koreantown, tr¢ tréu thay, lai dén tix
Nam Han, dt nudc ma tir nhiéu thap nién qua da 16t xdc dé trd thanh mot cudng qudc kinh té.
Tu ban Nam Han, va dan da van hod Nam Han pho thong, déc biét Ia phim anh va nhac K-
pop, bong dung duoc ua chuong hon nhiing thir ma nguoi di dan tim Giic Mo My mang tur
Han Quéc sang trudc day. Ngay ca khi doi song kinh té cua nguoi Han 6 My van con nhiéu
khé khin, né van bi che khuat boi cdi nhin cia ngudi My vé su thanh cong cua dan gbe A qua
lang kinh tu ban va canh tranh.

Dinh nghia cta thiéu s6 guong miu 1 vay: trong moi trudng hop hiy c¢b giit cho minh vo
hinh vi minh c6t yéu chi 1am tron nghia vy, nhu ba me toi chéng han, cho t6i1 khi minh tro nén
si€u htru hinh vi qud thanh c6ng, nhu nhung nguoi chu tiém goc Han no. Khi a ay thleu s6
guong mau bong trd thanh “cudc A xam”, va cong ddng thiéu sb gurong mau My- gbc-A trude
kia duoc dung lam guong cho su thanh cdng cua chi nghia tu ban nay bi d6 15i cho su that bai
cua no.



N6i thé khong c6 nghia la chiing ta bi tu ban chu nghia cha dap. Bi dét vao chinh giira cudc
dau tranh chung toc hiém héc ctia nudec My, nhin chung chiing ta nhan duoc nhiéu loi ich tir
cht nghia tu ban hon nguoi da Pen, da ndu va thd dan da Do, dau nhidu ngudi My gbe A c6
thé van thudc hang ngheo khd hay ngoai 1& xa hoi. Thinh thoang ciing ¢ ngudi goc A bi canh
sat giét, nhung khong thé nao so sanh véi chuyén thuong xuyén xay ra di véi nguoi da Den,
da nau, hoic thé dan da Dé.

Va tuy d6i khi ta ciing bi ky thi hay phén biét chung toc, dan da Vang thuong séng gitta khu
da Trang nhiéu hon ngudi da Pen hay da Do. Twong ximg véi mire d6 thira huong mot sé dac
quyén nho mau da ctia minh 12 sy a tong cta ching ta trong viée gilt vimg mot co ché da va
dang trii ép nguoi da Pen, da Nau, da Do chi vi chiing sic cua ho.

Nhin lai vi thé bap bénh ciia chiing ta trong xa hoi My, khong khé hiéu tai sao nhiéu nguoi da
Vang ¢6 nhu cau ching minh minh “American”, hodc mo tuong dugc chip nhén boéi mot xa
hoi do nguoi da trang lam chu, hay Ién an Tou Thao khong phai nguoi cua “tyi tao”. Nhung
khi nguoi My goc A dung dai danh tir “chung t6i” theo nghia rong, voi gbc géc tir Pong A
sang Tay A, tir Nam A qua Péng Nam A, chiing t6i d6 12 chiing toi nao?

Nhiing guong mat tri thirc da mau da van hod trong chinh quyén 12 mét chinh trj dai biéu
thanh lich véi muc tiéu ddng hod. Tur 1au bi loai ra ngoai doi song My, bi dénh dau 12 ngoai
nhan khong the hoi nhéap va bi xem la nguoi ngoai quoc, ludn bi hoi anh tir dau toi, cting nhu
duogc khen néu néi duge tleng Anh luu lodt, cic gia dinh di dan A chau va con chdu ho ludn
phan dau nhiét tinh dé c6 thé goi noi nay 1a qué huong. Nhung tir géc nhin cua nhiéu nguoi da
Pen, da Nau va da Do thi dat nudc nay duoc xdy dung bang vi¢c 6ng ba ho bi bét 1am nd 18,

bi tudc doat tai san, budc phai roi bo qué cha dat t6, bi giam cam, bi phan chung, bi lam dung,
bi bdc 16t lao dong va bi thuc dan do hé.

D6i v6i nhidu, néu khong néi 1a tat ca, nguoi da Pen, da nau va tho dan thi Gidc Mo My vira
12 hai kich vira 12 bi kich. Chu nghia da vin hod c¢6 thé 1am ching ta cam thay dé chiu, nhung
n6 s& khong ctru ndi Gide Mo My; céc chinh sach boi thuong nd 18, téi phdi kinh té, cat giam
ngan sach hodc bai bd luc lugng canh sat may ra.



Nguoi Hmong biéu tinh trudc toa thi chanh tai Minneapolis, 31/5/2020. Ngudn: Brooklynn
Kascel—Polaris

Néu nhu kinh nghlem cua nguoi Hmong gan giii voi su that bai caa G1ac Mo My hon, ha c&
nhiéu nguoi My-A van tim kiém cho minh mét phan ctia n6? Néu ta mudn goi nudc My la
qué huong thi ta phai chip nhan moi thr thudc vé dat nudc nay, niém hy vong cung voi dao
dure gia, loi nhudn ciing véi ndi thong kho, tw do cling véi mét mat, mot thé ché thong nhat bat
toan cung voi tinh trang phan chung hién htru.

Vi vay mudn 1am ngudi My gde A 1a mot sy mau thudn, boi 1am nguoi My-A 1a mot diéu
kién can nhung khong du. Lam nguoi My gbc A 1a diéu can thiét vi ho tén va ngudn coi cho
ta mot cdi gi d6 c6 thé dung trong viée t6 chirc, cho phép ta cam nhan nhiéu thir hon 1a cdi
“cam xuc thtr yéu.”

Toi con nhé rat rd ldc minh tré thanh ngudi My gbe A, trong nam thit nhi ¢ dai hoc, khi t6i
chuyén sang UC Berkeley. Vira dit chan vao truong, toi bi danh phu dau ngay lap tirc bang
mot cd sét tri thie va chinh tri. Qua nhitng 16p hoc vé M?—A va cling cdc ban dong mdn tham
gia nhirng sinh hoat trong Lién minh Chinh tri Nguoi My g0c A, t6i khdng con 12 mot gavo
danh trong “cudc A xam” nita. T6i 12 mot nguoi My gbc A. Toi c6 mit miii, ¢6 tén tudi, co
tiéng néi, c6 phong trao, ¢6 lich str, ¢6 nhén thirc, va c6 con gian dit. Chinh con gian dir a ay la
cam gidc trong yéu thiic day toi quyet liét tir chéi bién ho cho trd chinh tri phuc ting, mot
trong nhiing yéu séch ctia viéc chip nhan Gidc Mo M§ mdt cich mit quang.

Nhung con thinh nd trong tim diém cta phong trao M§-A — mot sy tire gian chinh ddng doi
hoi cong 1y, duge cong nhén va boi ddp — dd khong di stre ngan can viée phong trao dan
bién thanh mét thyc thé khdc, tuy cling c6 stre manh nhung da bi pha loang. Trong dang loang
nhét ctia n6, My-A la mot thyc thé dé bi tan kich boi tur duy ky thi nguoi da Den, chap nhan
ché dd thudc dia, tlep nhién liéu cho c6 may chién tranh bat diét ma nguoi dan My, du theo



dang Cong Hoa hay Dan Chii, déu chap nhan nhu mot by phan khong thé tach roi cua dat
nudc.

[1] Xem thém ban dich bai viét cia Andrew Yang: Dich Khuén va Liéu Phip




